
MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW. 
INTRODUCTION. 

This REVIEW contains a general summary of the meteoro- 
logical condit,ions which prevailed over the United Sta,tes a,nd 
Can&% diiring April, 1685, based upon the reports from 
the mglila8r and v-olnntary observers of tlie Signal Service and 
from co-operating state weather services. 

Descriptioiis of t,he storms wbich occurred over the north 
Atlatitic 0cea.n during the moiith are a,lso given, and t.heir ap- 
proximate paths shown on eliart i. 

The number of atmospheric depressions traced on chart i. 
a.nd described under “Areas of low barometer ” is eight, the 
average number for April during the  last twelve years being 
10.8. 

The weather Over the  north Atlantic ocean &lring April, 
1885, mas geiierally moderate and without noteworthy features, 
except dllring the prerdellce Of t,he storms described Uum- 
bers 1 and 6, nuder “North Atlitntic Storm%” 

The ice-region has extended unusually far to the eastward 
(1ui.ing this month, icebergs ha\-ing been obserr& near \N. 390. 

hibits no marked clepa.rture ; on. t h e  Pacific Coast and in the 
Bocky mountain districts it hm been abore the normal while 
to the eastward slight departures, both above and below the 
the normal are shown. 

The precipitation 1ia.s been decidedly below the average in 
the sonth Atlantic itlid cast G d f  states, Tennessee, the north- 
ern phteau and north Pacific coost region; it has been largely 
iu  excess of the average in the  lower Missouri valley ancl mest 
Gulf states. 

Tornadoes and local stonns were more nuinerous than in the 
preceding month, those occuiTing in t,he southwestern States 
from the  19th to 231 being t.he severest report,e(l. Storms of 
t,]ljs for the yea,r 1885, thns ftl.r, ha,ve been neither 
so clestructire nor so frequent as iu former years. 
AS o result of the heavy raiufdl in the southwestern States 

destructive freshet,s occurred, causing much rlamage to crops 
and loss of stock. 

The spring season has been from two to follr weeks later 
than usual in the Mississippi valley and to the  eastward ; in 

The lman temperatiire, as compared with the norma1, ex- 
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I observers; forty-four monthly registers froin United States 
’ Army post snrgeons; niarine records; international simulta- 
neous observabione ; marine r e p o d  through the co-operation 
ofthe “New York Herald Weather Service;” abstracts of ships’ 
logs, furnished by t.lie publishers of LL The New Pork Maritime 
Register;” montlil~ reports from the New England Meteom- 
logical Society, and from the  local weather services of Alabama, 
Georgia, Indians,, Minnesota, Mi~souri, Nebraska, Ohio, and 
Tennessee, a.nd of tlic Central Ebcific Railway Company ; 
trustwortliy newspaper extracts ; apd special reports. 

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE . 
[Expressed in  inches and ha ndredths. ] 

The distribution of mean atmospheric lmessnre for April, 
1885, determined from the tri-daily telegralhio observations of 
the Signal Service, is shown by the isobarometric lines on 
chart ii . 

Tile meen a,tInos1)heric 1)resslire is greatest on tile north 
Pacitic coast and in the south Atlantic states, where it ranges 
from 30.04 to 30.013; the baron~etric means are 39.95 or below 
over the central and southern Socky mountain districts, British 
Northwest Territory, northern New Eugland, and the Canadian 

Z O ~ ~ R ,  all(1 over a portion of Utah the pressure is 29.9 or slightly 
below. Over the extensive area from the Atlantic coast be- 
tween Massachusetts and North Carolina, northwestward to 
the n0rt.h Pacific coost the mean pressures range from 29.98 to 
30.08. 

Compmed with the mean pressure.s for Malxh, there hm 
been a Rliglit increase (,from .01 to ,041 in the lower lake region, 
New Euglaud, and the Maritime Provinces, while in all other 
districts a decrease is shown. The difference is \rery slight 
along the Atlantic coast, while in all districts to the west of 
the Mississippi river, the mean pressure is more tlian .10 lower 
tllau for ~ ; ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ,  ill t,he ~~~l~~ moun~a~l l  districts the de- 
Crease ranges fro111 .30 to .30. 

The departures from the normal pressure for April are given 
in the table of miscellaneous meteorological data and are also 
exhibited on chart iv. by lines connecting stations of equal 
departure. In the extreme northwest, the northern and mid- 
clle plateall districts, alld in California, the meal1 pressure is 

. slightly below the normal, the departures ranging from .01 to 
.06; in all other districts the mean pressure is above the nor- 
mal, the clepartures being less than .05, except in the lower 

I lake region, the Atlantic coast districts, and the north Pacific 
I coast region, wllere ther vars 

Maritime provillces; in the Bio Qrallde southern ~ ~ i -  

to 

received up to May 20th , 1885, have been used, viz. : the 
regular tri-daily weather-cha~-ts, conta?ining data of simulta- 
neous observations taken at  one hundred and twenty-nille 
Signal Service stations ~ i i d  nineteen Canadian stations, as 
telegraphed to this Office ; one hlmdred and seventy monthly 
journa,ls and one hundred and sixty-one monthly means 
from t h e  former, and nilletMtl m0nthlJ‘ IIlertnS from the hitter; 
three hundred and five monthly registers from voluntary 

logical data; t.heg were greatest in New England a.nd least in 
the southern districts; over nearly the eutire country the 
ranges Were from -60 to -90; the greatest, 1.31 and 1.35, oc- 
cnrred at Boston, Massachusetts, and Block Island, Rhode 
Island, 0 . 2 ~  and 0.39, occurred at K~~ 
West, Florida, and San Diego, California, respectively. 

; the  
. 

AREAS OF HIGH BAROIKETEB. 
Eight areas of high barometer ha,ve been trmed over the 

territorj- occupied by the stati0n.s of observation, by the a p  


